In the December 2000 issue of Political Science Gould argues that the method chosen by Te Puni Kokiri for measuring ethnic 'gaps' leads to serious distortion. Gould claims that his alternative, a ratio of percentages, is conceptually superior. It fact, it is not at all clear what such a 'ratio of ratios' means, nor are changes in it easy to interpret.
Introduction

As Gould
The essence of Gould's paper is to challenge Te Puni Kokiri's 'methodology in handling the data'. He proposes an alternative; the use of ratios as opposed to arithmetic differences. The problem with Gould's approach is that he has overgeneralised. Ratios have their place, but Gould extends the use of ratios to the calculation of a ratio of ratios. It is not at all clear what such a quantity means, nor is it clear how to interpret changes in it.
The outline of this paper is as follows. Section 2 discusses the appropriate use of ratios. Section 3 outlines, using the example of qualification 'gaps', why Gould's use of a ratio of ratios is flawed. Section 4 draws attention to Gould's inappropriate calculations of 'rates of improvement'. Section 5 concludes.
The appropriate use of ratios
The most obvious appropriate use of a ratio is precisely in making comparisons of different groups' experiences when those groups differ in size. 
The inappropriate use of ratios
Appropriateness of ratios in some circumstances does not mean that the ratio is always appropriate. bear similar relationships to Gould's columns (2) to (4).
We observe that whether we look at the 'gap' between Maori and non-Maori in terms of the differences between the percentages qualified (3) or unqualified (3*) the 'gap' is the same, which accords with common sense, since the figures in columns (1) and
(1*) represent the same 'fact'.
If we consider (as Gould would) the ratios to be the appropriate measure, we are then faced with interpreting:
7 The ratio of nominal Maori income to nominal non-Maori income will, of course, be the same as the ratio of the two real quantities since the same deflator appears in the Thus, the use of a ratio of ratios is quite unhelpful and confusing.
Rates of improvement
There is also a problem with Gould's idea of 'rate of improvement'. Extrapolating an Relative to the average standard of education, they may even be going backwards. A greater proportion of Maori do now have school qualifications than in the past but, by virtue of the fact that so too do a much greater proportion of the population as a whole, these qualifications are now worth less.
The issue of Maori (or other minority ethnic group) disadvantage is a serious one for public policy. Without considerable care in their presentation, statistics can distort the picture in ways that, at worst, run the danger of allowing a real problem to be ignored or even of reinforcing prejudice. 
